Excerpt on Justice and Mercy for Dialogue

Pope Francis, Misericordiae vultus (2015)

23. “There is an aspect of mercy that goes beyond the confines of the Church. It
relates us to Judaism and Islam, both of which consider mercy to be one of God’s
most important attributes. Israel was the first to receive this revelation which
continues in history as the source of an inexhaustible richness meant to be shared
with all mankind. As we have seen, the pages of the Old Testament are steeped in
mercy, because they narrate the works that the Lord performed in favour of his
people at the most trying moments of their history. Among the privileged names that
Islam attributes to the Creator are “Merciful and Kind”. This invocation is often on the
lips of faithful Muslims who feel themselves accompanied and sustained by mercy in
their daily weakness. They too believe that no one can place a limit on divine mercy
because its doors are always open.

| trust that this Jubilee year celebrating the mercy of God will foster an encounter with
these religions and with other noble religious traditions; may it open us to even more
fervent dialogue so that we might know and understand one another better; may it
eliminate every form of closed-mindedness and disrespect, and drive out every form
of violence and discrimination.”



